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Disclaimer
This guide was created for purely informational purposes.  Reading this eBook in no way guarantees that 
you will find a digital piano or keyboard to purchase, one that has the features you’re seeking, or one that 
meets your desired price point.  This eBook will not help you learn how to play the piano, either.

Digital Piano Review Guide does not sell pianos or keyboards, nor does it offer teaching lessons on how to 
play a piano or keyboard.

Any links contained in this eBook will link to Digital Piano Review Guide articles or reviews.

While all measures have been taken to validate information, facts, and figures, the publisher assumes no 
responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein.  Any perceived 
slights to certain piano or keyboard models or manufacturers is unintentional.  

All trademarks and registered trademarks appearing in this eBook are the property of their respective 
owners.

Please do you own due diligence prior to making a purchase or commitment to purchase any musical 
instrument or related accessory.

All rights of this book remain with the publisher. You may not give this book away, copy, or resell in digital or print 
format. Any republishing of the contents of this book requires written permission of the publisher and owner.

You are, however, encouraged to print this book for easy reading and portability.

© 2015 Digital Piano Review Guide. All Rights Reserved.
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Buying a digital piano can be difficult.  With so many good options available, it’s hard to 
know exactly where to start.  On top of that, it’s even more confusing to determine which 
instrument is best for you—especially if you’re a beginner.

This short eBook will provide you with ten tips that will hopefully help you better 
determine not only what you need in a digital piano, but what you don’t need as well.

So let’s get started.

Introduction



Before you can start shopping, you have to know exactly what you’re looking for.  

And sometimes, that can be a job in itself.

Prior to beginning your search for a new instrument, it’s important to know whether 
you’d prefer a keyboard or a digital piano.  A lot of people may use “keyboard” and 
“digital piano” interchangeably—and to some degree, that’s understandable.  

But there are a few differences.

For starters, keyboards tend to be significantly lighter than digital pianos.  Because of 
that, they’re highly portable.

Keyboards will often feature 49 or 61 keys, as well.  And while there are certainly 
keyboards that are high end and are best suited for certain gigs or studio settings, the 
ones we are talking about here are aimed at those who are complete beginners or usually 
just people that want something to play around and have fun with.  

Tip #1
Determine If a Digital Piano or Keyboard is best



Bonus tip: Read our article entitled Digital Pianos vs Keyboards for more 
information.

In short, a keyboard can be a great starting point if you’re new to the world of 
digital pianos or digital instruments in general.  They’re lighter, cheaper, often 
come with a lot of enjoyable features and can have a lower barrier of entry for 
the player.  But they will of course have their limitations, too.

A digital piano, on the other hand, is built to best replicate an acoustic piano.  It 
can certainly feature 61 or 76 keys, but a lot come with the standard 88 keys.  

Digital pianos tend to be physically heavier, too, and are meant to either be 
placed on a stand or come built inside a beautiful cabinet.  They may not 
necessarily have all the bells and whistles of some keyboards when it comes to 
sounds, but the sounds that typically are on board—harpsichord, pipe organ, 
strings, grand piano, etc—tend to sound more true to their real life counterpart.

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/digital-piano-vs-keyboard-which-is-better/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/digital-piano-vs-keyboard-which-is-better/


Tip #2
Buy a Digital Piano with 88 Keys

A digital piano is meant to replicate the look, feel and touch of an acoustic piano.  And of 
course, some do it far better than others.

But it’s hard to replicate the look and feel of a real piano when you’re not working with 
the standard amount of keys on a piano—88.  Therefore, ideally, you want 88 keys 
because you want to begin practicing and regularly using a piano that features a keybed 
that has the same amount of keys as its acoustic brethren.

Now, do you absolutely need 88 keys?  Well, that depends on you and your intent.  

If you’re an absolute novice when it comes to playing piano, it actually might be better for 
you to begin with 76 or even 61 keys.  Many beginners tend to focus their hands on the 
middle section of the keybed anyway, so there’s a strong chance you won’t miss the 
additional keys.

Keyboards that are 61 keys, too, tend to even come with easy-to-follow learning software.  
Something like the Casio LK-165, for example, features keys that actually light up in an 
effort to help you better understand hand positioning on the keybed.  

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/casio-lk-165-digital-keyboard-review
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/casio-lk-165-digital-keyboard-review


So in some instances, depending on your current skill level, it might actually benefit you 
to begin with less keys, learn the absolute basics of how to play, and then eventually 
“graduate” to a piano with all 88 keys.

It should be noted, too, that in order for the keybed to shrink from 88 keys to 76 or 61, 
the keys on the high and low end of the instrument are removed.  



Tip #3
Buy a Digital Piano with Weighted Keys

Weighted keys attempt to mimic the feel a player gets when striking the key on an 
acoustic piano.  When playing a traditional piano, pressing a key causes a padded, felt 
hammer to strike a string (thus the term "hammer action") inside the piano. 

A digital piano attempts to simulate this feeling, and it's something that is very much 
desired by those that purchase these instruments.  In short, while each and every piano 
is a bit different, if you have a digital piano that is devoid of weighted keys, it won’t feel 
as “real.”  That’s not to say that you’re getting a bad piano, but there’s a very strong 
likelihood that you’re purchasing an instrument that will feel a bit cheap when you touch 
it.

Weighted keys are also important if you ever envision yourself one day graduating from 
using a digital piano to an acoustic one.  Because a real piano has heavy keys, it requires 
a certain level of force to push them down.  This is something that many experienced 
pianists are used to, but if you have been practicing on an instrument that doesn’t feature 
weighted keys, you will not have built up a certain level of finger strength that’s required 
for those that sit down at an acoustic piano.  In fact, it might feel like a whole new animal 
to you, and thus will require more time to adjust to it.



On some digital pianos, all the weighted keys will have the same weight and feel to them.  
But on others, the keys are "graded," which can bring an additional simulation element 
for players looking to replicate the feel of a traditional piano.

The term "graded" or "scaled" hammer action just means that the lower keys feel heavier 
and the higher keys feel lighter.  In short, when you see seemingly confusing terminology 
like "Graded Hammer Action" or "Scaled Hammer Action" or even "Progressive Hammer 
Action," it essentially all means the same thing.

Now, do you absolutely need weighted keys?  Well, once again, that does depend on you 
and your intention.  

If you just want something to play around with on the weekend from time to time, it's 
very possible that a portable keyboard that features non-weighted plastic keys might fit 
your needs.

And there’s nothing wrong with that.  Just make sure you know what you’re getting.

Bonus tip: See our articles discussing the best digital piano key action and 
weighted keys for more help.

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/which-digital-piano-has-the-best-key-action/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/which-digital-piano-has-the-best-key-action/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-digital-piano-with-88-weighted-keys/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-digital-piano-with-88-weighted-keys/


Tip #4
Buy a Digital Piano with Touch Sensitive Keys

Touch	  sensitivity,	  or	  touch	  velocity,	  essentially	  boils	  down	  to	  this:	  the	  harder	  you	  strike	  the	  key,	  
the	  louder	  the	  sound	  is.	  	  

Touch	  sensitivity	  is	  very	  important	  too,	  because	  if	  you	  cannot	  play	  some	  keys	  louder	  than	  others,	  
players	  will	  not	  be	  able	  to	  play	  the	  melody	  louder	  than	  the	  accompaniment.

By	  contrast,	  when	  you	  play	  a	  piano	  that	  features	  keys	  that	  are	  not	  touch	  sensitive,	  the	  keys	  will	  all	  
have	  the	  same	  amount	  of	  “loudness”	  no	  matter	  how	  hard	  or	  soft	  you	  strike	  them.

Touch	  sensitivity	  can	  be	  found	  on	  pianos	  that	  have	  88	  keys,	  but	  can	  even	  be	  featured	  in	  beginner	  
keyboards	  with	  just	  61	  notes.	  	  



Tip #5
Get the correct type of piano you need

Digital pianos come in essentially three forms.  The first is a portable or “slab” digital 
piano.  The second is an upright digital piano.  And the third is a baby grand.

Portable digital pianos are essentially what they sound like.  Built to be easily taken to 
and from your home or dormitory or music lesson, a “slab” piano is great for the player 
that knows that their instrument will need to travel with them.  Often, a portable piano
—such as the Yamaha P-115—might come with basic hammer action and an accessory 
such as the sustain pedal, but you’ll usually have to buy a stand and a piano bench 
separately.

It should be noted, too, that stage pianos would also fall under the portable or “slab” 
category. 

An upright piano is a more robust instrument that takes the next step—especially 
visually—in replicating a true acoustic piano.  An upright digital piano is typically built 
with a big cabinet, and often can have far superior tone generation and hammer action 
systems than their portable cousins.   

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-p115-review/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-p115-review/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-is-the-best-digital-stage-piano/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-is-the-best-digital-stage-piano/


A digital baby grand is the closest thing you’ll get to a real baby grand piano.  This 
particular type of piano is for someone that’s fully committed to the world of piano 
playing, and is likely someone who is already a fairly accomplished player.   While very 
expensive, this is certainly an instrument that would be a showpiece in your living room.

As you can see, each type of piano is very different and caters to a specific audience.  
Make sure you know what you need.  If you know you need something that you can pick 
up and take with you, a portable piano (or perhaps even a keyboard if you’re looking for 
something very lightweight) is the way to go.  If you want something more substantial, 
and something that will better replicate the look, feel, touch and sound of a real piano, 
then an upright is probably your best bet.

Bonus tip: You might also enjoy our article entitled 
What’s the Best Yamaha Upright Digital Piano?

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-is-best-yamaha-upright-digital-piano/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-is-best-yamaha-upright-digital-piano/


Tip #6
Decide on an entry-level or ensemble piano

If you’re relatively new to digital pianos, or even if you have a little bit of experience, you 
may immediately dismiss either the entry-level piano or its ensemble counterpart very 
quickly.

Perhaps you think the entry-level is too basic, offering you too few features.  Or maybe, 
you feel the entry-level option is just fine and the additional bells and whistles that are 
often found in ensembles is overkill.

Ultimately, it’s up to you to make the choice, but just remember to give it some serious 
thought so you don’t end up spending more than you need upfront or have to shell out 
more money in the future because you’ve decided to upgrade after a year.

If you don’t know, an entry-level digital piano is very much what it sounds like.  It gives 
the player everything they need, and leaves out a lot of what they probably wouldn’t use.

For example, an entry-level digital piano might come with a small handful of piano 
voices, as well as one or two handfuls of instrumental voices.  These would be instrument 
sounds that turn your piano into a beautiful harpsichord or even a jazz organ.



Then, there’s the ensemble digital piano.  This is a more expensive option, but it provides 
you with more bang for your buck.  Instead of just getting a handful of voices, for 
example, players will be able to enjoy the luxury of background accompaniments, the 
instruments of the orchestra at their fingertips, and even fun special effects.

Ultimately, you need to figure out whether you want a more basic approach to playing the 
piano, or if you want your piano to be outfitted with tons of great features, voices and 
effects.  Even if you’re a beginner, while you might not technically need all of these 
features, you might want them at your disposal in order to try new things, learn more 
about the piano playing process, or simply to have a bit more fun.

But again, make a decision based on what you feel you need, and whether you’d prefer to 
spend the extra money upfront on a more expensive ensemble that you can grow into, or 
if you’d like to start off with an entry-level instrument and simultaneously learn the 
basics and save some money in the short term.

Bonus tip: Two ensemble reviews you might enjoy reading are 
the Yamaha DGX-650 and Yamaha YDP-V240

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-dgx-650-review/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-dgx-650-review/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-arius-ydp-v240-piano-review/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/yamaha-arius-ydp-v240-piano-review/


Tip #7
Be aware of certain features & accessories

You might think that when you buy a digital piano, it’ll automatically come with 
everything you need.  But that’s actually not the case, and it’s important to fully read the 
specs, description, or ask a salesperson (if you’re buying at a physical store) to make sure 
everything is accounted for so you can hit the ground running.

For example, some portable pianos might not have speakers.  If that’s the case, you’ll 
need to hook your piano or keyboard up to an external speaker system.  

Here are six features and accessories you might want to make sure come with your piano 
(or are sold separately): 

1) Pedal(s)

2) Headphone jack (two headphone jacks if you want to play along with someone or have 
a piano teacher be able to also listen right next to you)

3) Piano stand (the cheaper ones are shaped in an “X,” while ones that are much more 
stable can look almost like a table or desk)



4) Music stand (for your sheet music)

5)  Metronome (you can certainly use one that’s built into the instrument, although 
many also prefer the old-school, physical ones.  A metronome helps you stay on tempo 
when playing the music.  It’s a device crafted to fix a pianist’s unbalanced timing)

6)  Power supply (believe it or not, some keyboards and digital pianos don’t come with a 
power supply/AC power adapter, so be sure to check on this before buying)

Bonus tip: You might enjoy reading our article entitled 
What Are the Best Headphones for Digital Pianos?

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-headphones-for-digital-pianos/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-headphones-for-digital-pianos/


Tip #8
Know How much polyphony you need

In the simplest terms, polyphony is the number of notes on a piano that can sound 
simultaneously.  Overall, think of polyphony as sort of a measure for how complex a 
musical piece you can reasonably play before you begin to notice notes dropping out.  

With that said, it’s important to know that this doesn’t mean you will be unable to play 
your music if notes did drop or cut out.  It’s just that, depending on whether you have a 
trained enough ear, you may begin to notice sustained notes disappear.  

Giving a concrete number for a minimum polyphony requirement is a bit difficult because 
everyone uses their piano in a different fashion.  On top of that, everyone hears things 
differently and may not notice (or particularly care) about the potential for the older 
notes to be cut off a bit prematurely.

With that said, you may want to go with a piano that has at least 64-note polyphony.  
Many deem that to be quite adequate for the average user, while someone who might 
prefer more polyphony (128, for example) might be doing more involved work with their 
piano (for instance, you may want to use the multitrack/sequencer function and record a 
wide array of individual musical instruments to multiple tracks and then play them all 
back simultaneously).



So in short, the truth is that it depends on your skill level.  If you’re a novice to piano 
playing, you actually might be perfectly happy with a piano that features just 32-note 
polyphony.  However, anyone beyond the skill level of a beginner (and perhaps even some 
beginners) might want to go with at least 64.  And if you feel like you’re doing much more 
involved work on your piano (either now or in the near future as you become more 
seasoned on the keys), it may be in your best interest to opt for 128-note polyphony.



Tip #9
Don’t buy solely on brand recognition

If you’re in the market for a digital piano, the last thing you want to do is limit your 
options.  Sure, some models are always going to be better than others.  And yes, there’s no 
question that every pianist has his or her favorite brand.

But whether you’re just starting out or have been in the game awhile and are looking to 
upgrade, you don’t want to restrict yourself when it comes to pianos.  And the biggest way 
people do that is by claiming “I’ll only buy a piano made by _________” or “Only ________ 
makes the best instruments.”

Every brand has pros and cons, but every brand also brings it own unique qualities to the 
table.  And some are more of a natural fit for pianists than others.  So make sure you 
don’t solely buy on name recognition alone.

Bonus tip: Here are a few of our related articles that might assist you: 

1) What’s the Best Casio Digital Piano?
2) What’s the Best Korg Digital Piano?
3) What’s the Best Roland Digital Piano?
4) Are Yamaha or Roland Digital Pianos Better?
5) Examining the Best Digital Piano Brands

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-casio-digital-piano-is-the-best-available/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-casio-digital-piano-is-the-best-available/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-korg-digital-piano/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-korg-digital-piano/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/which-roland-digital-piano-should-i-buy/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/which-roland-digital-piano-should-i-buy/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/are-yamaha-or-roland-digital-pianos-better/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/are-yamaha-or-roland-digital-pianos-better/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/who-makes-the-best-digital-pianos/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/who-makes-the-best-digital-pianos/


Tip #10
Shop around and know what you’re getting

There’s absolutely nothing wrong with finding a brand new piano at a great price and 
making an immediate purchase—especially if the item is on sale for a limited time.

But sometimes, that’s not the case.  And if so, you want to make sure you’ve done your 
due diligence to ensure that you’re getting everything you need at a price you can afford.

There is also, of course, the used piano market.  And like anything you might buy used, 
make sure you know what you’re getting.  Make sure the instrument works, and ask to 
see if the seller will help fix your piano (if possible) should any problems arise in the 
future.

This may not be conceivable in all cases—some people may be looking to unload a piano 
at a garage sale and aren’t willing to allow you to return it should it be a clunker.  

But whatever the case, try and do your best to play the piano before purchasing.  Check 
and make sure it has all the components and accessories you expect.  Ask questions about 
its age, condition and history.  

In short, do a little bit of homework before money exchanges hands.



If you’re buying online, this is certainly not always possible (unless you’re buying from an 
individual person instead of a large company website).  But again, do a little bit of 
homework.  

This may require taking a look at the specs and the price of a particular model and then 
searching online for the same product elsewhere to see how the competition prices their 
instruments.  

It may involve taking a look at customer review ratings and comments to see if people are 
happy with their purchases, or if something unexpected occurred after they got the piano 
into their home.  

It may even involve going onto the digital piano manufacturer’s website and seeing if you 
can download the piano’s manual so that you can better understand what to expect when 
it arrives, how to troubleshoot your piano, or to find out if the particular model you’re 
after comes with a warranty. 

Bonus tip: Here are some related articles of ours that may help you: 

1) What’s the Best Digital Piano Under $500?
2) What’s the Best Digital Piano Under $1,000?
3) What’s the Best Digital Piano Under $2,000?

http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/how-to-pick-the-best-digital-piano-under-500/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/how-to-pick-the-best-digital-piano-under-500/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-digital-pianos-under-1000/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-digital-pianos-under-1000/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-digital-pianos-under-2000/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-digital-pianos-under-2000/


conclusion

A digital piano is a wonderful instrument, and it will bring a lot of joy to your life.  
Seasoned pianists can make a living using it, and those buying their very first instrument 
can enjoy all the unique and educational features built into the machine.

In short, getting a great keyboard or digital piano can be a lot of fun.

But you want to shop smart and make the best decision for yourself--both in the short 
and long-term.  And by using these ten tips as a handy guide, hopefully you’ll be able to 
find the perfect digital piano that fits your exact needs at your desired price point.

                             If you enjoyed this eBook, please follow us on Facebook!  

You can also visit our homepage, Digital Piano Review Guide, for updated reviews of 
individual piano models.  

For those that are beginners, you may also enjoy the following articles:

1) What’s the Best Digital Piano for Beginners?
2) What’s the Best Keyboard for Beginners?
3) What are the Best Beginner Piano Lessons?

https://www.facebook.com/DigitalPianoReviewGuide
https://www.facebook.com/DigitalPianoReviewGuide
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-digital-piano-for-beginners/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-digital-piano-for-beginners/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-keyboard-for-beginners/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/whats-the-best-keyboard-for-beginners/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-beginner-piano-lessons/
http://www.digitalpianoreviewguide.com/what-are-the-best-beginner-piano-lessons/


Thanks for Reading!


